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 Statements  accompanying the PhD thesis  
Stem and Progenitor Cells in Preterm Infants: 
Role in the Pathogenesis and Potential for Therapy  Alessandro Borghesi Maastricht, January 28th, 2015  1 Initial data suggest that circulating endothelial colony forming cells have a role in angiogenesis during the third trimester of pregnancy. This thesis 2 Circulating endothelial colony forming cells appear to be reduced and/or impaired in preterm infants at risk of bronchopulmonary dysplasia. This thesis 3 Circulating angiogenic cells other that endothelial colony forming cells do not appear to be implicated in the development of bronchopulmonary dysplasia. 
This thesis 4 Mesenchymal stromal cells from the umbilical cord are a promising cell population potentially useful for cell therapy in preterm infants, but the cells must be prepared under strict biosafety criteria and quality control. This thesis 5 Endothelial colony forming cells have the potential for becoming a biomarker to predict diseases with vascular impairment. This thesis (valorization) 6 Suggestions for drug treatment of BPD: i) suspect that all drugs have adverse effects; ii) anticipate that a drug may have no effect (no studies showing efficacy of drugs for chronic BPD); iii) If you start a drug, be willing to stop it; […] iv) unlikely that there will be a “silver bullet” – Stem cells? Alain Jobe 7 We forget that neonatal brain is vigorously developing and that neonatal brain injury results not only in tissue loss but also disturbances in subsequent brain development. Joseph J. Volpe 8 Clinicians often find themselves without the proper terms to describe and code the clinical course in many of these [ELBW] patients. Eduardo Bancalari, Alain Jobe 9 Work much, publish little: pauca sed matura. Paul Ehrlich 10 The idea is the seed, the method is the ground providing to the seed the conditions to grow. Claude Bernard 11 There have been, in the world, as many plagues as wars, and plagues and wars still find the people unprepared. Albert Camus 
